
 

Thirty-three-year-old Mike Goodell, a canoeist from Mount 
Morris, New York, became disoriented in the Okefenokee 
Swamp while trying to photograph a woodpecker. The odys-
sey began on February 4, 1996; he was rescued forty-one 
days later. Though he lost fifty pounds, this courageous man 
survived the harsh and dangerous environment by living on 
leaves, berries, bugs, and swamp water. During this time, 
according to weather reports, it rained thirteen times and the 
temperature ranged from thirty-six to eighty-four degrees. 

All the while, a massive manhunt wrongly focused on Billyôs 
Island, an eight-square-mile area near the west entrance to 
the Okefenokee Wildlife Refuge. After combing the island 
with rangers, volunteers, dogs, and helicopters four separate 
times at an expense of $35,000, the search was terminated. 

Subsequently, a group of college student volunteers, who  

 

 

 

were clearing a trail in the dense jungle, 
stumbled upon Goodell. He was exhausted, 
dehydrated and suffered from cuts, bug bites and bruises. When 
asked how he had survived, Goodell forced a weary smile as he 

replied, ñjust perseverance.ò 

On Sunday, June 6
th
, we will honor our graduates who have per-

severed through kindergarten all the way through the last day of 

class. We are blessed to have talented students who have made 

a commitment to serving here at the church and to God. Please 

join us as we celebrate their accomplishments and pray for their 

future . 
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Trust in the LORD with all 

your heart  and lean not on 

your own understanding; in 

all your ways acknowledge 

him, and he will make your 

paths straight. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 

FESTIVAL OF GREAT ORGAN MUSIC AT NAPLES PHILHARMONIC 

Sunday, June 6, 3 p.m.  

Hayes Hall  

The best organists in Southwest Florida will again perform a wide range of 
music on the Philharmonic Center's 3,604-pipe Casavant organ. Selections 
will include classic organ works from all periods of music history. This exciting program showcases 
members of the Southwest Florida Chapter of the American Guild of Organists (AGO), including 
our own Mary Mozelle.  For more information go to www.thephil.org or call 239-597-1900. 

Summer Office Hours 

9:00ï4:00 MondayïThursday  `9:00ï1:00 Friday 

Please note that the church office will close at 1:00 p.m. on 

Fridays during the summer. 

Graduation (or Senior) Sunday, each year is an important time in the life of our 

church as we recognize the high school graduates within our community and bless 

them as they move on to the next stage in life. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Womenôs Circles 
There will be no circle meetings in June, July or August. 

Please call the church for information. 

Yours in Christ, 

Reverend Daniel Hagmaier 

http://www.thephil.org
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The Session met Tuesday, May 18.  Rev. Hagmaier, moder-

ated the meeting, with eleven elders in attendance and one 

excused. Also present were Ruth Whipple, chair of the Board 

of Deacons, and Karen Ulack, Moderator of Presbyterian 

Women. 

The following items were discussed and/or action taken:  

Approved the use of Tim Gossettôs ñGreen Churchò, as 

Sunday School curriculum for the Children and Middle 

school youth during the summer. 

Approved, in conjunction with the summer Sunday 

School program, two field trips on Sunday mornings for 

Kð8th grades to the University of Florida Extension 

Service Gardens at Terry Park and one trip to the SWFL 

Historical Society Gardens and one Saturday morning 

trip to ECHO. Transportation would be by church van. 

These trips are in relation to their study of the ñGreen 

Churchò and would include prayer and Bible study. 

Approved the Cub Scouts request to have a car wash in  

Covenantôs parking lot on Saturday, June 5, 9:00ð1:00. 

Approved a policy for the church to provide, at no charge 

to the families, cookies and punch only for receptions at 

Memorial Services. Additional food request would be 

provided or paid for by the families. 

Approved the Internal Audit prepared by Don Lazenby, 

Perry Roberts and Jack Shea. 

Approved a recommendation that Don Lazenby and 

Jack Shea do a progressive audit throughout the year. 

Approved the roster of 2010 Committee Members. 

Approved VBS Leadership Team and Crew Leaders. 

Approved Gary Brothers to be at the Welcome Center on  

Sunday mornings to discuss with people jobs which are 

available in the community. 

Approved a Chancel Choir Retreat at Day Spring Retreat 

Center, Bradenton, on Friday, January 21 and Saturday, 

January 22 at a cost of $90 per person paid for by each 

choir member. 

Approved Rev. Tom Frost to lead a worship service and 

serve communion at the Choir Retreat in January. 

Finances are holding their own with receipts comparable 

to the same time last year. Copies of the Financial State-

ment are available in the Church Office. 

Nineteen new members and one affiliate have joined 

Covenant since January 1, 2010. 

The next Stated Session Meeting is Tuesday, June 15, 

2010 

Session Highlights 
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Congratulations  

t o Our Graduates  

Caroline Taylor Rothenberg  is the daughter 

of  Amy and Brad  Rothenberg.  Caroline is graduating 

from Fort Myers High School and will be attending  

New College of Florida.  Her major is undecided at this 

time. 

Mercedes C. Bunner , daughter of Cynthia Bunner 

Gumm, and the granddaughter of Suzi Bunner, will 

graduate from Cypress Lake High School on June 13, 

2010.  While in high school she received the Do the 

Right Thing Award from Lee County Sheriffõs in 2009.  

This year she was student chairperson for Be A 

Buddy, Lee countyõs Special Olympics. 

She plans to attend Edison State College for her first 

2 years, then transfer to West Virginia University 

School of Medicine where she will specialize in  

Pediatrics with a focus on challenged children. 

Ethan Drew  is the son of Gary and Susanne 

Drew. He will be graduating summa cum laude from 

the International Baccalaureate program at Fort 

Myers High School. At Fort Myers High School he 

was a four year letterman in baseball and active in 

student government. He plans to attend the Univer-

sity of Florida and major in engineering. 

Bradford Drew  is the son of Gary and Susanne 

Drew. On May 2, he graduated magna cum laude 

from the College of Engineering at University of  

Florida and received a Bachelor of Science degree 

in Civil Engineering.  He plans to attend graduate 

school at the University of Florida. 

Michael Jugan   son of Dr. Michael and Carol Ann Jugan will graduate 

from Canterbury School this spring.  Michael was the top scorer for varsity 

soccer team as a senior. He is a four-year varsity lacrosse player and cap-

tain as a senior. Michael is also a three-year member of National Honor 

Society. 

Emily Burkert , daughter of Pete and Connie Burkert, graduated in 

May from the University of Florida in Gainesville. Emily is now attending 

nursing school at Florida Atlantic in Boca Raton. 

On this, your graduation day all stand and give cheer  
to honor you for all the work you've done to get you here.  

As we rise and give applause be sure you don't forget  
that learning is not over as your future plans are met.  

May you always be a listener and learn from all you meet  
always keep a student's spirit and your life will be complete. 

Author Unknown  
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WELCOME, 

NEW MEMBERS! 
Sara Barton Mills  

Please pray for our friends who are 

unable to attend services: Andy Banse, 

Herb Beatty, Ethel Bell, Ann Brown, 

Dorothy Browne, Ellie Bupp, Pearl Cart-

wright, Barbara Childs, Doris Cox, Loa 

Dowler, Hilda Eagan, Gloria Gibbs, 

Betty Gibson, Hazel Halter, Bea Lester, 

Edith McDaniel, Dudley Smith. 

God Bless You! 

HOMEBOUND FRIENDS 

INCOME 

     $49,192 Actual 

    $45,005 Budget 

EXPENSE 

   $56,845  Actual 

   $54,024 Budget 

APRIL FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

TOTAL OPERATING & RESERVE FUNDS 
                      $90,739  

YTD INCOME OVER EXPENSES     $1,207 

CURRENT BALANCE ON LOAN  $704,522  

A complete report is available in the office. 

SATURDAY, June 5th 

Covenant parking lot 

Come out & support  

Bnudm`msôr Anx Rbnts 

Troup 93 

Dear Covenant Family, 

Thank you, thank you, thank you for 

the beautiful floral arrangement and 

for your many prayers, calls, cards and 

visits while I was recuperating from my 

recent hip surgery. I am truly blessed! 

Fondly, 

Sue Christenbury 

Summer Sunday school will be concentrating on 

Earth-friendly curriculum.  We need volunteers who 

can help once or twice this summer with gardening, 

rain barrel building, snack making, and crafts.  If 

you have any ideas on 

recycling and reusing, 

or have some extra 

planting containers or 

can help us, even just 

one Sunday this sum-

mer, please call the 

church office and 

leave your number. 

 

 

 

Stephen Ministry Needs YOU! 

Even if you are not a Stephen Leader or a Stephen 

Minister, you play an important role in our Stephen 

Ministry. Our Stephen Ministers need your prayerful 

support as they confidentially meet with their care 

receivers every week. Our Stephen Leaders also 

need your help in identifying people who might 

benefit from a Stephen Ministry relationship. If you 

see a friend, coworker, neighbor, relative, or some-

one else who could use some extra Christian care, 

tell that person about our Stephen Ministry and get 

permission to refer him or her to a Stephen Leader.  

The person needing care does not need to be a 

member of Covenant.  Help us reach out to all who 

are in need of this confidential, Christian, suppor-

tive ministry. 

Let us do good to all people, especially to those 

who belong to the family of believers  (Galatians 

6:10). 

Your Stephen Leaders are: 

        Barb Sheets  995-8881 

        Linda Sinclair  561-4681 

        Pat Arner      997-9108 

        Anne Wills  482-7169 

        Ed Gale         415-0668 

        David Dietzel  656-0461 

        Peggy Salvesen  936-3384  

Volunteers Urgently Needed! With summer 

almost here the Snowbirds have begun to 

go North and some permanent "regular" 

volunteers have plans to be away this sum-

mer. At this time the Soup Kitchen is in 

great need of volunteers, especially during 

the summer months when many volunteers 

will be gone.  

   Covenant has committed to volunteering 

at the Soup Kitchen on Wednesday morn-

ings. There are two shifts: 6:30 to about 

9:00 and 9:00 to about noon. The first shift 

prepares the meals for the "Meals on 

Wheels" program and the second shift pre-

pares and serves the lunch for those who 

come to eat at the Soup Kitchen (located at 

3429 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Ft. 

Myers). The need is greatest (as you might 

expect!) for the 6:30-9:00 shift but volun-

teers are greatly appreciated at either shift. 

Whereas we have committed to Wednesday 

mornings, volunteers are needed for all 

other weekdays as well, so if Wednesday 

doesn't work for you, feel free to volunteer 

on another day. The Soup Kitchen is one of 

the agencies of Community Cooperative 

Ministries Incorporated (CCMI)  which Cove-

nant helps support. 

  If you have any questions about volunteer-

ing at the Soup Kitchen (or other CCMI  

services such as driving for Meals on 

Wheels) contact Jon Van Emst by email  

JonVanEmst@Comcast.Net) or phone (694-

3905), or sign up on the sheet found on the 

sign up board in the church courtyard.  

       Thanks in advance for volunteering! 

Faith In Action, ministry of 
CCMI, is in need of drivers to 
transport meals and people to 

doctor visitsé 
Please contact:  

Jon Mayheugh  332-.441  or  
Fran Elson  332-1159 



Phone: 239-334-8937 

Fax: 239-332-0503 

Website: covpcfm.com 

Email: info@covpcfm.com 

Covenant Presbyterian Church 

2439 McGregor Blvd. 

Fort Myers, FL 33901 

VACATION  

BIBLE SCHOOL  
June 28 �² July 2  

    9:00 A.M. �² Noon 

Your child is invited to another exciting VBS featuring skits, amazing crafts, fun songs, snacks, games, and 

great bible stories!  Details to come!  

Join us at VBS this summer for High Seas Expedition where we will Explore the Mighty Love of God!  

 

                   For children entering PK4 to kids  
who have completed 5th grade!  

$25 per child  
(Only $20 per child if you  
register early by June 1!)  

The cost includes a t - shirt and CD  
plus all crafts, refreshments, etc.!  

Registration closes on Sunday, June 13.  Forms are available in the church office. Please call us at 334 - 8937 if 
you'd like us to mail or fax a registration form!   

ALL HANDS ON DECK!  
Adults, please contact Dawn Castner, 334 - 8937,  
to be part of the VBS volunteer/leadership team!  

Sunday Mornings 

    at  Covenant 

      ***  

  9:00 * Sunday School 

10:00 * Worship Service 

Nursery Care Provided 


