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Covenant's Book Club... Brown Bag 'n' Books meets on the 
third Thursday of each month at 11am in Room F205. Bring your 
lunch or cup of tea and join us! 
 

Book selections are available for lending in CPC Library. For 
more information, stop by our CPC library or email Jo Ann 
Leasure tcup166@embarqmail.com or Beverly Campbell 
campbell.beverly@gmail.com 

Aprils Book Club: Thursday, April 20th 
The Power of One by Bryce Courtenay 

Book Club Road Trip to 

the Koreshan State Historic Site 

(which was the subject of our 

February selection, The Allure of 

Immortality by Lyn Millner).  We 

enjoyed the added dimension of 

visiting the actual utopia, especially 

with the walking guided tour! 

Love-in-a-mist, Judas tree, Wormwood, Trumpet flower, Anemone. Perplexity, 
unbelief, absence, forsaken. The language of flowers. When a break occurs 
unexpectedly in a friendship, particularly a long friendship, it can leave us questioning 
what happened? What did I say/do? How do I repair this and put the relationship back 

to normal? And if it can't be put right, if you have lost the friendship of someone you used to value and share 
your thoughts, celebrations, hurts, and laughs with, if you have lost the friendship of a good friend it might help to 
talk to a Stephens Minister. This is a hard time in your life and being able to talk to someone who cares and can 
share Christian compassion and confidentiality may help you understand something you never saw 
coming.   Contact a Stephen Minster today.   Pat Arner 997-9108    Sarah Jane Essebaggers 616-502-7086   Lyn 

Sisti-Sommer 656-1595    Barb Sheets 995-8881   Rev. Dr. Jeff DeYoe 334-8937 

Palestine Olive Oil Sales 

Palm Sunday 

The next sales event for 
Palestine Olive Oil and Thyme 
Spice Mix will be on 
Palm Sunday, April 9, in the 
Church Courtyard before and 
after Worship by members of the 
Covenant mission teams that 
went to Palestine. Proceeds from 
the sale of olive oil and Thyme 
spice mix benefit planting of olive 
trees; production, bottling, and 
packaging of oil and spice; art 
based emotional therapy for 
Palestinian children traumatized 
by war and occupation; and start-
up of other businesses in 
Palestine. Participating in this 
event is a non-violent statement 
of support for Palestinian justice. 

  

Thank you, Covenant Family, for 
your participation in Inasmuch! We 
had well over 100 volunteers. We 
painted, repaired, Fed the 

Machines, sewed, tied, raked and mulched. In fact, Eric and the Youth 
Group decided the mulching program should be renamed InasMULCH 
because they were so busy … and exhausted! 
 
We packed 175 bags full for the Foster Children.  You generously gave 
financial support to them during the Alternative Giving Market in 
December and during our drive in February. We very carefully spent 
that $1500 on items for these children. In addition, you brought in 
wonderful donations of clothing, toiletries and diapers. These gifts of 
money and the items you brought in allowed each child to have 2 new 
outfits, socks, underwear and/or diapers, pajamas, and all needed 
toiletries. We added to these bags gently used clothing, toys and 
books. You brought joy to these kids in their very difficult times! Also, 
Life Books were made to help them store their future good memories. 
 
Covenant raised over $692 during The Battle of the Home States. 
Twenty-four states were represented. The winner was Michigan by $7 
over Kentucky, followed by Florida, Ohio and Minnesota. 
 
Thank you, Covenant Family!  

 
March 3rd, 2018, the 6th annual Inasmuch – save the date! 
 

A Message from our Pastor… 

THE CLARION 
T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  C O V E N A N T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

Greetings, 

As we head into April and towards our 2017 Holy Week observance and Easter celebration, I have also been 
thinking of something important that happens during this time in the life of our church: One Great Hour of Sharing. 

One of the amazing things about this annual offering that takes place in nine major denominations in the U.S - PC
(USA), Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Episcopal Church, United Church of Christ, United Methodist Church, 
Church of the Brethren, American Baptist Church, Disciples of Christ and the African Methodist Episcopal Church 
(as well as the Church World Service organization) - is that it has been happening for the entirety of my life! I knew 
about it as a Methodist minister’s son growing up, and it has been something we have observed in every 
Presbyterian (and Methodist) church I have served as a pastor. I cannot think of another church offering for the 
sake of doing needed mission in the world that is this old and has been shared by so many different denominations 
across the United States. 

Here is the brief history of OGHS: It was begun in 1946 by Episcopal Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill. The Episcopal 
Church raised $3.8M in the first three years. The United Presbyterians (north) and the Presbyterian Church U.S. 
(south) joined in 1947 and 1948 respectively. There was an actual TV broadcast on the Saturday before Easter that 
originally starred President Harry Truman promoting OGHS nationally. Today, there are OGHS projects in more 
than 100 countries including the U.S. and Canada.  Receipts now exceed $20M annually, and receipts since the 
inception of this offering have reached into the hundreds of millions of dollars. 

This is quite a legacy that literally makes miracles happen in the season of God’s greatest miracle through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.   We remember that after his resurrection, the risen Christ met with his disciples and 
said this: All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy and teaching them to obey everything that 
I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28) 

What Jesus commanded them, of course, was to engage in ministries of compassion and grace. It had to do with 
proclaiming release to the captive, recovery of sight to the blind, setting the oppressed free, and proclaiming God’s 
economic justice through the “Jubilee” (Luke 4). It had to do with blessing the poor, the hungry, those who weep 
and those who are hated and excluded (Luke 6). It also had much to do with Jesus’ powerful words in Matthew 25: I 
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me. 

Observing OGHS in this time of the church calendar, as we celebrate Easter, for as long as we have I believe puts 
teeth in the Gospel proclamation in the way that God intends. Our calling is to respond to the resurrection with 
everything we are and everything we have for the sake of the advancement of the Kingdom of God in creation. I am 
thankful for a Christian tradition of giving that goes beyond one denomination for the sake of doing this important 
work. I am also thankful to serve Covenant Presbyterian Church, where the spirit of this calling by Christ himself is 
alive and well in so much of what we do, both collectively and as individual believers. May we be inspired to 
continue this great tradition of Christian work and witness throughout the world, and may the effort of OGHS go 
beyond my lifetime and many lifetimes for as long as there are those in need to whom God calls the Church. 

        In Christ, Jeff 
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Covenant Presbyterian Church hosts a full calendar of events for all youth in 6
th
 through 12

th
 grade! Youth Bible Study 

is held every Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. before worship. Youth fellowships take place every month on Sunday 
evenings and include meals, games, activities, music and discussions. A variety of trips, retreats, mission and 
outreach opportunities are available as well. Youth do not need to be members of Covenant to participate in activities 
and are always welcome to invite friends! 
  
For specific information regarding dates and times of youth activities please contact Eric Nanz at nanzet@gmail.com. 
  
 Youth Activities for April: 
  
4/2              Sunday School & Evening Youth Group  (5:00 – 7:00pm) 
4/9              Eggstravaganza (9:00am – 1:30pm) 
4/16            Easter Sunday 
4/23            Sunday School & Service Day/Water-Balloon Fight  (11:30am - 2:00pm) 
4/26            Wednesday Youth Band Rehearsal (7:00 - 8:15pm) 
4/30            Sunday School & Evening Youth Group (5:00 – 7:00pm) 

Covenant offers a variety of Sunday school classes for 
adults each Sunday from 9 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.  We invite 
you to join us any Sunday. 

Faith Conversations in F207 
April 2 and 9: The Ridiculous Journey: Following a Nobody from Nowhere 
     This Lenten study offers weekly discussion on our journey to follow Jesus 
through the events and choices of our lives. 
April 16 - Easter Sunday:  No Class 
Beginning April 23:  Faith Shift:  Finding Your Way Forward When 
Everything Is Coming Apart 
Adult Bible Fellowship in F201 
“The Apostles’ Creed” with Dr. Adam Hamilton 

February 2017 Financial Report 

Income for February  $84,548 
Income Year-to-date   $137,323 
Expenses for February  $56,316 
Expenses Year-to-date  $108,515 
Year-to-date overage  $28,808 
Current Balance on Loan  $249,780 
Principal & Interest Paid   $3,938  

 
A complete finance report is available in the 
church office. 

The Session met on Tuesday, March 21, 2017 with Rev. Jeff DeYoe moderating the meeting and twelve elders 
in attendance.  Others present: Barbara Murnane, Deacon; Gary Brothers, Facilities Manager; and Barbara 
Heflin, Clerk of Session. 

 Approved a congregational meeting for April 2, 2017, following the worship service, for the purpose of 
hearing a report from the Trustees and Finance Committee regarding refinancing of the church loan. 

 Approved a request from the Property Committee to rent a high-lift and purchase materials to begin work 
on the much needed repairs to the roof and sunbeams on Bldg. F.  David Beardsley and Gary Brothers will 
perform most of the work. 

 Approved the Adult Sunday School class to explore the creation of a community garden which would 
provide food to the homeless. 

 There will be a Called Session meeting on March 26 at 9:00 a.m. in F204 to receive nine confirmands who 
have participated in the six months confirmation classes.  These new members will be introduced to the 
congregation at the 10:00 a.m. service.  Two of the young people will receive the sacrament of holy 
baptism. 

 There will be a Called Session meeting on April 9, 9:15 a.m. in the library to receive three new members 
who attended the new members class on March 19. 

 Teddy Hogle reported funds from the Shrove Pancake Supper will go towards the scholarship funds. 
 Eggstravaganza will be held following the worship service on Palm Sunday, April 9.  Children in the Lee 

County Foster Care Network have been invited to participate.  Volunteers are needed to help in many 
ways.  Contact Dawn Castner in the church office, 334-8937, if you can help. 
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Peacemaking Commitment  
As a Christian, how do I respond to Jesus’ call to be a peacemaker. 

 As a follower of Christ, do I affirm the dignity of every person? 
 As a follower of Christ, do I promote social justice?  
 As a follower of Christ, do I exercise proper stewardship of creation? 
 
This Lent, may the content of our lives speak the truth to power as we journey with 
Jesus toward Jerusalem. 

                                              
Louise McEwan, Religious Columnist,  

Trail Daily Times, Trail, British Columbia 

 
Please pray for our friends who are 

unable to attend services:  

 

Maureen Bashaw, Doris Flaitz,  

Gloria Gibbs and Sue Loman,  

God Bless You! 

JUNE 19-23, 2017     *      9 a.m. to 12 noon 

At Maker Fun Factory VBS, kids discover not only that God made them the way they are, 

but for a purpose too.  Maker Fun Factory VBS is filled with incredible Bible-learning 

experiences kids see, hear, touch, and even taste!  Sciency-Fun Gizmos™, team-building 

games, cool Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few of the standout activities that help 

faith flow into real life.  Plus, we’ll help kids discover how to see evidence of God in 

everyday life—something we call God Sightings.  We are now registering kids and volunteers, so get your 

registration forms in the front office TODAY for a life changing adventure! 

Leaders:  Here is the opportunity you have been waiting for to minister to children in our community and in 

our church.  See Dawn Castner to see where your talents can be put to use!!! 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

VBS Promo Days in May—Visit our table in the courtyard to see how you can help and/or what you can donate 

to create yet another successful VBS. 

Late May/early June—  Stage set building. Very little skill necessary. 

June 4th at 11:30 am—Leaders Meeting / Volunteer Training in F201 

COME ONE...COME ALL TO DECORATE on June 17th at 10 am to 3 pm.  Lunch will be provided!!! 

NEED MORE INFO? CALL DAWN AT 334-8937 
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